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04MATCHSTICK

BOARD CHAIR

JILL POULTON
Have you noticed the waves of influence WESK is having in 
our province for women entrepreneurs? When envisioning the 
future of WESK, we see opportunities to support and advance all 
entrepreneurs, from start-up to scale-up. With a strong foundation 
of resources for the beginning stages of business, we decided to 
revisit our relevancy to mature businesses. Our mission at WESK has 
been refueled with advocating on behalf of women entrepreneurs 
to close the economic gender gap in Saskatchewan.

To further our mission to close the gender entrepreneurship 
gap through economic and social empowerment of women 
in Saskatchewan, WESK continued its valuable work with the 
Indigenous Women Entrepreneurs through Matchstick with 
encouraging results. With the support of key partners, we hope to 
continue this work into 2020 and beyond.

With the move of the Regina office into PATH Cowork last summer, 
and a revamping of local programming, WESK also saw increased 
engagement and activity in the Regina area. 

It has been a joy and an honour serving as Board Chair for WESK 
- connecting with members, government officials, and other
entrepreneurs at various events this past year. Supporting an
organization that is making such a positive impact for so many
women is inspiring and motivating. Bows of gratitude to Prabha and
her team for the passionate work they do every day in making a
difference for women entrepreneurs in this province.

WESK has an incredible team serving on the Board of Directors with 
diverse experiences, knowledge, and skills. Their commitment to 
the organization is often quietly happening behind the scenes, but 
their contributions are greatly appreciated! We are in a rare position 
of being at full complement on the board with no exits this year. 
This will allow us to further gel as a team, and gain traction as a 
Board.

Being a woman entrepreneur is empowering, and when we come 
together as women entrepreneurs in the spirit of collaboration, 
inspiration, and forward movement we are powerful. Be a part 
of the change you wish to see. Challenge the status quo, be a 
champion for other women-led businesses, and keep thinking 
outside the box. 

On behalf of WESK’s Board of Directors, thank you to all our 
members and supporters. 

Message from Board Chair, Jill Poulton
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CEO

PRABHA MITCHELL
From the launch of our new Brand two years ago to advancing 
gender equality in the creation of economic activity; the evolution 
and growth has been exciting, challenging and gratifying.

Delivering on our Brand promise of creating an inclusive 
organization, the Matchstick program for Indigenous entrepreneurs 
currently in Phase II of the multi-phased project, has connected 
approximately 250 women with us. WESK in partnership with 
the Advisory Council of Matchstick has been able to mobilize 
engagement and interest in our communities regarding 
entrepreneurship. I want to thank the Advisory Council of 
Matchstick for their partnership and support in igniting the “spark” 
for Indigenous Entrepreneurs.

While supporting women entrepreneurs to start and grow a 
business remains the fundamental priority of WESK; the inequities 
of experience between male and female entrepreneurs in scaling 
up their businesses warranted attention and action. As such, WESK 
launched a concerted effort and strategy to educate and inform 
stakeholders including the Government of Saskatchewan of the 
lost “economic development opportunity” by this disparity. This 
included commissioning a Research Report by PwC Canada related 
to Women Entrepreneurship in Canada.

The aggregate revenue of female majority-owned businesses was 
$148 billion in 2011; a 10% increase in number of female-owned 
firms can increase this to $198 billion by 2021. Addressing some 
of the barriers such as access to: capital, networks, venture capital 
investments can significantly enhance the economic contributions 
of women entrepreneurs and the growth of the economy.

We are committed to deliver as promised programs in the new fiscal 
year to support women in their efforts to scale up their businesses. 
Supporting women entrepreneurs is not only about gender equity 
and diversity but should also be pivotal in the development of a 
strong and  comprehensive economic development policy.

To our 700 plus members – whether it is starting a business or 
scaling; WESK is committed to supporting you. To every woman 
entrepreneur in Saskatchewan – WESK is your voice to build a 
business climate that support women to scale up their businesses. 

Nancy Duarte said: “Future is not a place we are going, but a place 
we are creating.” The future we want to create is one where every 
entrepreneur in Saskatchewan has an equal opportunity to succeed 
and be recognized; a future where it is simply ENTREPRENEURS not 
women entrepreneurs.

Message from Board Chair, Jill Poulton Message from CEO, Prabha Mitchell
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WE BELIEVE IN 
YOUR DREAM.
WE BELIEVE IN 
YOU.

LET’S SPARK 
SOMETHING 
A M A Z I N G 
TOGETHER.



WESK wants ALL Saskatchewan entrepreneurs 
to have an equal opportunity to succeed. We’ve 
launched Matchstick, a spark for indigenous 
entrepreneurs to help make it happen!

OUR MISSION
As part of our mission, with powerful input from Indigenous 
women, organizations, communities, chiefs, elders and other 
leaders, we are developing culturally relevant training, business 
advising and financing to foster entrepreneurship for all. WESK 
launched the MATCHSTICK, a program designed to spark 
Indigenous women entrepreneurs.

OUR GOALS
Our goals are to support Indigenous women in their entrepreneurial 
journey, create employment in their communities, fuel economic 
growth and develop a best practices model for continued support 
of entrepreneurial activity in Indigenous communities.

With investments of more than 
$300,000 from Western Economic 
Diversification Canada, FSIN, 
Government of Saskatchewan 
and in collaboration with other 
Advisory Council partners, 
WESK has provided training 
to 271 Indigenous women in 7 
communities - Saskatoon, Regina, 
Fort Qu’Appelle, North Battleford, 
Prince Albert, Pelican Narrow, and 
Onion Lake. This multi-phased 
project will be completed in March 
2020.

Our women are 

the life givers and 

caregivers in our 

nations. You are the 

heart and soul of 

all our families and 

communities. When 

you succeed we all 

succeed.

—CHIEF BOBBY CAMERON,
FEDERATION OF SOVEREIGN 
INDIGENOUS NATIONS

“

”

PROGRAM:

MATCHSTICK

Thank you to our advisory council partners.
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ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE
IT’S TIME TO CLOSE THE 
ECONOMIC GENDER GAP.
Last summer WESK commissioned a report by 
PwC Canada on Women Entrepreneurship in 
Canada. The report and its findings, including data 
pertaining to Saskatchewan, were released at a 
Media Conference October 29, 2018 in Regina. 
The Honourable Tina Beaudry-Mellor was in 
attendance for the conference.

WESK also developed a concerted strategy to 
educate and influence stakeholders including the 
Government of Saskatchewan and MLAs on the 
“lost economic development opportunities“ as a 
result of the unique barriers women entrepreneurs 
experience in scaling their businesses. The focus 
was on building a business case for an Advisory 
Committee to examine and address the gender 
entrepreneurship gap in our province.

In Saskatchewan, 

34,600 WOMEN 
are self-employed, reflecting 

16.5% GROWTH 
over the last two years

The third highest 
growth rate in canada.

Saskatchewan’s women 
entrepreneurs contribute to the 
economy in many sectors such 

as construction, manufacturing, 
health services, finance 

and technology.



WESK

FINANCING 
PROGRAM

FINANCING UP TO $150K 
AVAILABLE THROUGH WESK
With loans of up to $150,000, the WESK Financing Fund 
is proudly dedicated to helping women create jobs and 
grow sustainable businesses.

SINCE 1995…

727
loans for women entrepreneurs 
in Saskatchewan

1,553
jobs created through our 
financing program

727 cumulative loans disbursed 
since 1995 totalling  

$37.6M

IN 2018-2019…

102
loans outstanding totalling $6.0M

18%
of our members have outstanding 
loans with WESK

Our average loan was 

$87,783

Since inception in 2012, the 
John and Bernice Williams and 
North Prairie Developments 
Equity Investment Fund, managed 
by WESK, has distributed 12 
Equity Investment Loans 
totalling $83,641.

WESK FINANCING PROGRAM | A YEAR OF PROGRESS 07
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Beever Stacie • Black Louise • Bogan Elysia • Brilz Delaine • Crowter Tori • Decker Holly • Dore Nataghia • Ford Janice • Grenier Kerry • Halyk Gillian • Herle Jamie • Ho Joanne • Hufnagel Kelsey • Lin Yun • Lloyd Tyrel • Mullen 
Tayler • Nguyen Trinh • Nunweiler Peggy • Paris Hedley Leanne • Parker Chelsey • Prafke Linda • Robertson Brooke • Sanderson Lindsay • Schroeder Teri-Anne • Simpson Rebecca • Steuart Brandie • Tastad Brit • Towriss Vicki • 
Wallace Anne • Weimer Kim • Wisser Chelsea • Robertson Brenda • Anderson Bruce • Briske Danielle • Brunet Monica • Cameron Catherine • Crawford Diane • Gow Lynn • Jones Laura • Kaur Navjot • Pirouzmand Zaman • Ramach-
andran Kavitha • Sharpe Karen • Weber Candice • Weber Shelly • Andreas Julie • Balaski Janelle • Banh Bianca • Bonnett Sheila • Deguire Darla • Guenter Jillian • Harder Kyle • Hunter Jackie • Jenson Jackie • Jessop Nikki • Litman 
Jessica • Logan Leanne • MacPherson Grant Lois • Osecap Marilyn • Roper Yolanda • Tannis Chanda • Tetreault Stacey • Thorsteinson Donnalyn • Wiebe Lauren • Altman Tasha • Anekie Gloria • Bannister Kelly • Button Kelly • Gibbs 
Brenda • Guenther Mallory • Murray Melissa • Rafiei Yasaman • Reid Kyle • Reid Sarah • Thiessen (Kozak) Alexis • Belhumeur Trena • Harms Sydney • Major Ferguson Kaelyn • McCowan Jennifer • Rangila Dhanilal • Renuka Renuka • 
Song Dan • Sun Fei • Thompson Lynnette • Voldeng Shirley • Wright Cindy • Barreda Chantal • Christensen Jill • Christenson Bernadette • Diaz Ana • Genest Gail • Johnson Leanne • Kleefeld Sarah • Morales Merilee • Morrison 
Melanie • Ojukwu Olivia • Rederburg Penny • Smith Robynne • Turk Shelley • Barr Nicole • Firus MacKenzie • Gauthier Sarah • Henry Carol • Hunchak Wanda • Hunter Allison • Johnson Maureen • Juarez Dalena • Leier Lorraine • 
Martens Krista • Martin Jackie • Maschak Randi • McKee Gareth • McLean Daren • Miller Elissa • Patel Jyotsanaben • Pompu Cheryle • Smith Naomi • Speidel Darci • Stefanyshyn-Cote Barb • Turner Angela • Wickstrom Lana • Ass-
man Marlese • Bimson Aimee • Chai Hao • Davey-Hawreluik Jocelyn • De Silva Kanchana • Dellezay Brianna • Dyck Vanessa • German Katrina • Jacinto Roberto • Jorgenson Airn • Lukiw Natalie • Maczek Paul • Malin Daria • McGil-
livray Corla • Miller Jana • Minish Terri-Lynn • Molnar Lisa • Palacios Sara • Patel Hiteshkomar • Paulson Joanne • Reimche Jackie • Reisinger Sophia • Risseeuw (McCarty) Brenda • Schneider Aimee • Stewart Marci • Way van Pigge-
len Victoria • Yates Colleen • Boychuk Irene • Fahlman Laurel • Fidaali Taheera • Keane Danielle • Kinzel Bueckert Ann • Lagos-Conteras Laura • Lawson Nicola • Oliver Madeline • Percy Adrienne • Salzsauler Jennifer • Taylor Cara • 
Taylor Tanis • Tuzikova Cherise • Watson Jolene • Wicinski Arlene • Woodtke Elise • de Beer Jeanie • Beaudry Aimee • Burden Samantha • Johnson-Quan Christina • Loutitt Shannon • Lung Tanya • Maxwell Julia • Pascual Jasmine • 
Patterson Colleen • Podrug Belma • Schiml Melissa • Tariq Sidra • Yip Linda • Ballantyne Laurie • Bueckert Crystal • Callan Chase • Chambers Sheri • Chawla Pooja • Clarke Vickie • Courts Sarah • Diederichs Jenna • Erin Chmiel • 
Ferron Leora • Hooper Seth • Kehoe Heather • Kennett Kim • Lamb Victoria • Mak Koreen • Moellenbeck Charlene • Montgomery Lisa • Mysak Terra • Scott Jessica • Timmerman Sherry • Tobin Michelle • Trask Ashley • Underhill 
Jenny • Zeller Chandra • den Hollander Connie • Pozsonyi Alexsander • Uchacz Peter • Usova Yulia • Beck Christine • Bird Olivia • Buettner Adele • Butcher Samantha • Crawford Sherry • Ehr Sandra • Elsheikh Ebtsam • Fetter 
Linette • Jain Roshni • Kearns Brenda • Loseth Kate • Marjan Elizabeth • Mesalucha David • Morris Joanne • N’kongolo Angel • Niesman Dieone • Pascual Lalaine • Schroeder Miranda • Stroshein Irene • Tetu Jessica • Toth Lindsay • 
Tuttroen Meeca • White Jennifer • Ye Ying • Adelugba Olubusola • Braun Lisa • Dueck Gwen • Hanson Cindy • James Shelley • Kinnaird Rauncie • Kumar Arti • Lui Rong • Mattern Ashleigh • Nelson Shawna • Olabimtan Busola • 
Parkinson Janet • Rempel Jodi • Sackmann Erin • Schmidt Fran • Sutherland Lauralee • Umoh Nse • Wiegers Deb • Young Jami • Bond Katherine • Cutts Gail • Gulliford (Wheelwright) Sara • Kaur Paramjit • Pidskalny Karen • Gauthi-
er Marielle • Grona Roger • Hansen Andrea • Hritzuk Joanne • Lupul Ruth • Nolan David • O’Grady Kathleen • Popplewell Maureen • Rapko Malvina • Ross Debbie • Saunders Linda • Styles Natalie • Swaby Jodi • Weisgerber Amber • 
Whelan Alauna • Zdunich Tammy • Clark Malcom • Gaivoronska Olena • Henderson Linda • Leib Karen • Phillips Llana • Yan Li (Emily) • Armstrong Joscelyn • Brittain Tanya • Deagnon Aaron • O’malley Rhoda • Aziz Tariq • Friesen 
Tania • Lang Kristy • Navarro Lilian • Peresypkin Olexiy • Randall Nancy • Mansell Jessica • Mustoe Bradie • Gallagher Susan • Kapahi Nikhil • Kushnir Vitalii • Paul Christine • Bowman Tamara • Crittin Sheila • Fehr Angelica • Francis 
Brett • Aziz Roomana • Chakraborty Sneha • Cheema Farah Deeba • Carpenter Kim • Eaket Heather • Hollinger Mia • Salooja Mohinderpartap • Zacharko Ann • Deagnon Cindy • Kacha Jyubeen • Wang Wenjun (Wendy) • Mesalucha 
Lilybeth • Kushnir Myroslava • Lynden Shaina • Bondzinskaite Gintare • Gajjar Krunali • Sharma Annie • McCann Sierra • Bradshaw Mark • Kacha Mittal • Kaur Jasleen • Hennig Desiree • Mclean Tammy • Soomro Abdul (Rasheed) • 
Olorunleke Oluwasola • Brown Stevie • Volk Amber • Crowe Maile • Mullie Marla • Slattery Danica • Molloy Cori • Bradshaw Chelsey • Soomro Farzana • Magda Oksana • Scharfstein-McGettigan Becky • Kies Deborah • McLean 
Moneca • Sinelnyk Igor • Bodnar Melissa • Raskob Jana • Ta Amy • Phillips Conor • Mu Bin • Porter Shirley • Huang Fei • LaBonte Jennifer • Armstrong Tiffany • Harder Emily • Erikson-Reynolds Patti • Olauson Caitlin • Wilmot Bailey 
• Edwards Cynthia • Wilde Chelsey • Conn Madeline • Cory Aron • Evans Lisa • Good Jade • Cory Stephanie • Hubelit Sheena • LaFlamme Rochelle • Thompson Alisa • Ewen Cameron • Williams Heather • Thakur Karan • Thakur 
Taszia • Gallant Matthew • Kook Liza • Berrns Ashley • Zhao Yan Qiu • Miyaoka Block Yuki • Wruck Jessica • Wruck Scott • Artemenko Jessica • Christidis-Kolitsas Sofie • Daley Eden • Downton Michelle • Halbgrwachs Sarah • Palaz-
zo Christyn • Potapinski Aggie • Poulton Jill • Scarlett Merissa • Abercrombie Carol • Armstrong Lynn • Graff Danielle • Hicks Angie • Hoffart Michelle • Keuler Laura • Mejia Maria • Ounsworth Chantal • Rodriguez Heather • Sentes 
Tara • Van Bevers Amanda • Wolf Tiffany • Bauer Christina • Dietrich Tanna • Genoway Leslie • Halliday Mary-Lou • Johnson Verna • Korchinski Tenille • Lang Darci • Leigh JoAnne • MacDonald Mack • Petriew Vance • Reeder Angie 
• Slobodian Yvonne • Taylor Lisa • Benesh Jade • Jaigobin Beverly • Pockett Dianne • Webb Brandy • Kichula Chera • Murphy Heather • Rivera Mary Grace • Stevens Denise • Ching Nancy • Deics Kayla • Dilling Kyla • Groothuis Amy 
• Jeffery Laurinda • Jestadt Gina • Longstaff Lindsey • O’Connell Kendall • Rodriguez Jodi • Thornton Kate • Waldner Pamela • Anderson Janelle • Ehman Kristy • Fluter Chris • Halstead Charla • Kahovec Audrey • Libby Eileen • 
Malloy Jennifer • McGrath Barb • Murrison Danielle • Petriew Jennifer • Piper Karen • Turner-Larsen Wendy • Anderson Darci • Belanger-Parker Claire • Bird Reila • Bishop Mandy • Caderma Tina • Carteri Cristina • Claypool   CMA 
Ivy • Fiorante-Lang Christina • Foster Jacquie • Kaufmann Leigh • Kleppe Tiffany • Kohlert Hallie • Melnick Sheri • Moryski Adriana • Oladiwura Angela • Perrault Pamela • Quaroni Pat • Santbergen Jennifer • Unique Sheila • Weger 
Elisha • Weir Jodie • Cunningham Joanne • Gherasim Gisele • Gibbons Anne • Good Brandi • Hart Jenny • Knorr Cyndie • Meis Mason Aldene • Pare Melanie • Rukowska Beata • Shink Micheline • Swystyn Amanda • Thomas Tracy • 
Ulmer Barb • Way Lori • Weippert Meridith • Wiszniak Debra • Burridge Louise • Clarke Arlene • Dean Debra Ann • Dodds Gayle • Gogel Brittany • Jones Megan • Paul Jessica • Ulrich Janelle • Walker Kendra • Allan Shantal • Dubois 
Jennifer • Hofseth Phyllis • Holdsworth Patricia • Mielke Rachel • Sandiford Courtney • Uy Jennifer •  Fennuik Sarah • Bansley Lora • Fenson Christine • Hannah Tami • Hong Helen • Hushye Saeeda • Lok Sandra • Ring Shana • Seitz 
Randi • Swaby Donnette • Vanstone Sara • Watson Heidi • Bigeagle Rebecca • Brotzel Brittany • Bye Diana • Ell Brenda • Faber Rea • Garrett Kellie • Gaudry Janece • Harris Carla • Jackson Sandra • Johnson Tammy • Long-
man-Amyotte Andrea • Nokusis Nicole • Pasap-Rogers Bonnie • Sholdra Oksana • Whitehead Pauline • Yungwirth Brenda • Crooks Donna • Gimas Sharon • Schulhauser Aimee • Korpus Moller Tania • Myslick Nancy • Norberg 
Andrea • Chipiri Bindu • Miller Janet • Weimer Mary • Thomson Krista • Hassard Adrienne • Heward Ticia • Doroshenko Cathie • Lindsay Sara • Kosar Angela • Pelletier Shelbi • Pelletier Vernon • Gutzke James • Marcia Darla • Marcia 
Robert • Rae Amanda • Horton Amy • MacFadden Cathy • Wihlidal Melissa • Ryan Kellie • Schick Candice • Smith Eryn • Baylak Alex • Gutzke Kari • Mah Karen • Huber Brett • Johnson Danielle • Salter Natasha • Petterson Chelsea • 
Huber Kristin • Adelman Stacey • Rudd Erin • Mason Maegan • Thiele Cari • Peter Destinee • Adeneye Olabisi • Wojcik Monika • Asif Maryam • Desfosses Heather • Doxtator Cyndy • El-Kelani Marry Funky • Poirier-Mohr Lolita • 
Harmsworth Cheryl • Perrot Amanda • Buchinski Coreen • Coffyne Olivia • Hesson Desiree • Lutz Andrea • Stefanson Dana • Ferraton Jacqueline • Michel Margy • Milligan Melissa • Bird Jennifer • Filipowich Karen • Harder Chelsey 
• Kozak Kim • Von Mirback Claudette • Yanke Mary • Bjornson Marlys • Sereda Shauna • Ratti Corliss • Craven Karen • Haussecker Colleen • Williams Kathy • Shewciw Tracey • Childs Judy • Victoria Niezgoda • Magus Annette • 
Gordon Shelley • Deschambeault Heather • Thurston Roger • Iorga Denissa • Kennedy Margaret • Michalchuk Tina • Hodgson Kristen • Knappe Jennifer • Roche Sarah-Jane • Ruecker Teri • Baan Britney • Findlay Heather • Less-
meister Colleen • Newmeyer Vickie • Pearce Jessa-Lynn • van Kuik Dianne • Chow Carolynn • Evans Lauren • Hein Tammy • Ismail Najlaa • Ash Laura • Guy Beth • Peterson Nicole • Lucas Kayla • Schoenherr Anna • Cochrane Erica • 
Gillespie Rebekah • Kowalchuk Tracey • Cooper Evelyn • Evans Raechel • Pearson Bev • Adelman Leah • Funk Shandel • Goldade Tracey • O’Brien Kristine • Payne Gwenda • Warrington Heather • Fernets Patricia • Laroche Arlie • 
Kleinsteuber Joan • Barrett Geraldine • Fitzpatrick Susanne • Howe-Jezowski Abbey • Rempel Kristy • Stevens Lise • Varaschin Ambrosia • Bendall Cheyenne • Cameron Lianne • Reid Patricia • Champagne Sharlene • Chief Freda • 
Heathen Crystal • Klassen Shelean • Maraj Ramona • Michener Lena • Pahntayken Carmen • Pahtayken Kristen • Pahtayken Valene • Woolsey Sandra • Grasby Jodi • Mirasty Marcia • Bashutsky Marlene • Casson Desiree • Firman 
Kara • Walton Arlene • Girod Deanna • Ethier Terry • Gamble Ryan • Lenz Tara • Mitchell Jaedean • Buhler Curtis • Young Teresa • Boldt Linda • Prusak Yvonne • Roberts Mallory • Pikowicz Shelly • Buhler Lisa • Grand’maison Tracey 
• Kobialko Lori • LaBonte Darren • Gryba Julie • Daschuk Melissa • Gauthier Henry • Gauthier Nicole • Reid Randolph • Reid Margaret • Armstrong Jillian • Ashcroft Audrey • Buchanan Connie • Norleen Cheryl • Thompson Shelley • 
Kempton Gina • Lygouriatis Monica • Sebastian Kimberly • Johnson Brady • Brady Andria • Gemmell Jasmine • Simoneau Alicia • Bohn Cristina • Frederiksen Candice • O’Neill Verna • Davis Nicole • Denesowych Cheryl • Wilson 
Chelsie • Hodel Angela • Campbell Howell Erin • Deck Cheryl • Lohner Kelly • Nippard Alyssa • Vives Pam • Wist Margaret • Forbes Nichole • Reid Ellie • Allan Susan • Bews Sheri • Watson Alison • Alcorn Tracey • Dusyk Jolene • 
McNeice Tanya • Wall Jackie • Dunam Ava • Duncan Cary Marny • Kaiswatum Deanna • Roth Melanie • Starr Edith • Starr-Bellegarde Gail • Stevenson Sheila • Haus Patti • Reside Della • Parker Natasha • Kostiuk-Andrew Michelle • 
Thorsteinson Cassandra • Froese Crystal • Lunov Amy Jane • Getz Bonnie • Turner Carolyn • Eliason Jamie • Smith Karen • Wright Brenda • Jessiman Michaela • Thomas Mandyy • Young Suzanne • Annala Rochelle • Birkett Allison • 
McEvoy Martina • Scriven Tanya • Ross Tia • Keck Christine • Michaud Val • Ferguson Leta • Meersman April • Vanderzwaag Maria • Allan LeeAnn • Johnson Julie • Mosimabale Nicole • Limay Chelsey • De Vos Esther • Weenie Kend-
ra
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Lilybeth • Kushnir Myroslava • Lynden Shaina • Bondzinskaite Gintare • Gajjar Krunali • Sharma Annie • McCann Sierra • Bradshaw Mark • Kacha Mittal • Kaur Jasleen • Hennig Desiree • Mclean Tammy • Soomro Abdul (Rasheed) • 
Olorunleke Oluwasola • Brown Stevie • Volk Amber • Crowe Maile • Mullie Marla • Slattery Danica • Molloy Cori • Bradshaw Chelsey • Soomro Farzana • Magda Oksana • Scharfstein-McGettigan Becky • Kies Deborah • McLean 
Moneca • Sinelnyk Igor • Bodnar Melissa • Raskob Jana • Ta Amy • Phillips Conor • Mu Bin • Porter Shirley • Huang Fei • LaBonte Jennifer • Armstrong Tiffany • Harder Emily • Erikson-Reynolds Patti • Olauson Caitlin • Wilmot Bailey 
• Edwards Cynthia • Wilde Chelsey • Conn Madeline • Cory Aron • Evans Lisa • Good Jade • Cory Stephanie • Hubelit Sheena • LaFlamme Rochelle • Thompson Alisa • Ewen Cameron • Williams Heather • Thakur Karan • Thakur 
Taszia • Gallant Matthew • Kook Liza • Berrns Ashley • Zhao Yan Qiu • Miyaoka Block Yuki • Wruck Jessica • Wruck Scott • Artemenko Jessica • Christidis-Kolitsas Sofie • Daley Eden • Downton Michelle • Halbgrwachs Sarah • Palaz-
zo Christyn • Potapinski Aggie • Poulton Jill • Scarlett Merissa • Abercrombie Carol • Armstrong Lynn • Graff Danielle • Hicks Angie • Hoffart Michelle • Keuler Laura • Mejia Maria • Ounsworth Chantal • Rodriguez Heather • Sentes 
Tara • Van Bevers Amanda • Wolf Tiffany • Bauer Christina • Dietrich Tanna • Genoway Leslie • Halliday Mary-Lou • Johnson Verna • Korchinski Tenille • Lang Darci • Leigh JoAnne • MacDonald Mack • Petriew Vance • Reeder Angie 
• Slobodian Yvonne • Taylor Lisa • Benesh Jade • Jaigobin Beverly • Pockett Dianne • Webb Brandy • Kichula Chera • Murphy Heather • Rivera Mary Grace • Stevens Denise • Ching Nancy • Deics Kayla • Dilling Kyla • Groothuis Amy 
• Jeffery Laurinda • Jestadt Gina • Longstaff Lindsey • O’Connell Kendall • Rodriguez Jodi • Thornton Kate • Waldner Pamela • Anderson Janelle • Ehman Kristy • Fluter Chris • Halstead Charla • Kahovec Audrey • Libby Eileen • 
Malloy Jennifer • McGrath Barb • Murrison Danielle • Petriew Jennifer • Piper Karen • Turner-Larsen Wendy • Anderson Darci • Belanger-Parker Claire • Bird Reila • Bishop Mandy • Caderma Tina • Carteri Cristina • Claypool   CMA 
Ivy • Fiorante-Lang Christina • Foster Jacquie • Kaufmann Leigh • Kleppe Tiffany • Kohlert Hallie • Melnick Sheri • Moryski Adriana • Oladiwura Angela • Perrault Pamela • Quaroni Pat • Santbergen Jennifer • Unique Sheila • Weger 
Elisha • Weir Jodie • Cunningham Joanne • Gherasim Gisele • Gibbons Anne • Good Brandi • Hart Jenny • Knorr Cyndie • Meis Mason Aldene • Pare Melanie • Rukowska Beata • Shink Micheline • Swystyn Amanda • Thomas Tracy • 
Ulmer Barb • Way Lori • Weippert Meridith • Wiszniak Debra • Burridge Louise • Clarke Arlene • Dean Debra Ann • Dodds Gayle • Gogel Brittany • Jones Megan • Paul Jessica • Ulrich Janelle • Walker Kendra • Allan Shantal • Dubois 
Jennifer • Hofseth Phyllis • Holdsworth Patricia • Mielke Rachel • Sandiford Courtney • Uy Jennifer •  Fennuik Sarah • Bansley Lora • Fenson Christine • Hannah Tami • Hong Helen • Hushye Saeeda • Lok Sandra • Ring Shana • Seitz 
Randi • Swaby Donnette • Vanstone Sara • Watson Heidi • Bigeagle Rebecca • Brotzel Brittany • Bye Diana • Ell Brenda • Faber Rea • Garrett Kellie • Gaudry Janece • Harris Carla • Jackson Sandra • Johnson Tammy • Long-
man-Amyotte Andrea • Nokusis Nicole • Pasap-Rogers Bonnie • Sholdra Oksana • Whitehead Pauline • Yungwirth Brenda • Crooks Donna • Gimas Sharon • Schulhauser Aimee • Korpus Moller Tania • Myslick Nancy • Norberg
Andrea • Chipiri Bindu • Miller Janet • Weimer Mary • Thomson Krista • Hassard Adrienne • Heward Ticia • Doroshenko Cathie • Lindsay Sara • Kosar Angela • Pelletier Shelbi • Pelletier Vernon • Gutzke James • Marcia Darla • Marcia 
Robert • Rae Amanda • Horton Amy • MacFadden Cathy • Wihlidal Melissa • Ryan Kellie • Schick Candice • Smith Eryn • Baylak Alex • Gutzke Kari • Mah Karen • Huber Brett • Johnson Danielle • Salter Natasha • Petterson Chelsea • 
Huber Kristin • Adelman Stacey • Rudd Erin • Mason Maegan • Thiele Cari • Peter Destinee • Adeneye Olabisi • Wojcik Monika • Asif Maryam • Desfosses Heather • Doxtator Cyndy • El-Kelani Marry Funky • Poirier-Mohr Lolita • 
Harmsworth Cheryl • Perrot Amanda • Buchinski Coreen • Coffyne Olivia • Hesson Desiree • Lutz Andrea • Stefanson Dana • Ferraton Jacqueline • Michel Margy • Milligan Melissa • Bird Jennifer • Filipowich Karen • Harder Chelsey 
• Kozak Kim • Von Mirback Claudette • Yanke Mary • Bjornson Marlys • Sereda Shauna • Ratti Corliss • Craven Karen • Haussecker Colleen • Williams Kathy • Shewciw Tracey • Childs Judy • Victoria Niezgoda • Magus Annette • 
Gordon Shelley • Deschambeault Heather • Thurston Roger • Iorga Denissa • Kennedy Margaret • Michalchuk Tina • Hodgson Kristen • Knappe Jennifer • Roche Sarah-Jane • Ruecker Teri • Baan Britney • Findlay Heather • Less-
meister Colleen • Newmeyer Vickie • Pearce Jessa-Lynn • van Kuik Dianne • Chow Carolynn • Evans Lauren • Hein Tammy • Ismail Najlaa • Ash Laura • Guy Beth • Peterson Nicole • Lucas Kayla • Schoenherr Anna • Cochrane Erica • 
Gillespie Rebekah • Kowalchuk Tracey • Cooper Evelyn • Evans Raechel • Pearson Bev • Adelman Leah • Funk Shandel • Goldade Tracey • O’Brien Kristine • Payne Gwenda • Warrington Heather • Fernets Patricia • Laroche Arlie • 
Kleinsteuber Joan • Barrett Geraldine • Fitzpatrick Susanne • Howe-Jezowski Abbey • Rempel Kristy • Stevens Lise • Varaschin Ambrosia • Bendall Cheyenne • Cameron Lianne • Reid Patricia • Champagne Sharlene • Chief Freda • 
Heathen Crystal • Klassen Shelean • Maraj Ramona • Michener Lena • Pahntayken Carmen • Pahtayken Kristen • Pahtayken Valene • Woolsey Sandra • Grasby Jodi • Mirasty Marcia • Bashutsky Marlene • Casson Desiree • Firman 
Kara • Walton Arlene • Girod Deanna • Ethier Terry • Gamble Ryan • Lenz Tara • Mitchell Jaedean • Buhler Curtis • Young Teresa • Boldt Linda • Prusak Yvonne • Roberts Mallory • Pikowicz Shelly • Buhler Lisa • Grand’maison Tracey 
• Kobialko Lori • LaBonte Darren • Gryba Julie • Daschuk Melissa • Gauthier Henry • Gauthier Nicole • Reid Randolph • Reid Margaret • Armstrong Jillian • Ashcroft Audrey • Buchanan Connie • Norleen Cheryl • Thompson Shelley • 
Kempton Gina • Lygouriatis Monica • Sebastian Kimberly • Johnson Brady • Brady Andria • Gemmell Jasmine • Simoneau Alicia • Bohn Cristina • Frederiksen Candice • O’Neill Verna • Davis Nicole • Denesowych Cheryl • Wilson 
Chelsie • Hodel Angela • Campbell Howell Erin • Deck Cheryl • Lohner Kelly • Nippard Alyssa • Vives Pam • Wist Margaret • Forbes Nichole • Reid Ellie • Allan Susan • Bews Sheri • Watson Alison • Alcorn Tracey • Dusyk Jolene • 
McNeice Tanya • Wall Jackie • Dunam Ava • Duncan Cary Marny • Kaiswatum Deanna • Roth Melanie • Starr Edith • Starr-Bellegarde Gail • Stevenson Sheila • Haus Patti • Reside Della • Parker Natasha • Kostiuk-Andrew Michelle • 
Thorsteinson Cassandra • Froese Crystal • Lunov Amy Jane • Getz Bonnie • Turner Carolyn • Eliason Jamie • Smith Karen • Wright Brenda • Jessiman Michaela • Thomas Mandyy • Young Suzanne • Annala Rochelle • Birkett Allison • 
McEvoy Martina • Scriven Tanya • Ross Tia • Keck Christine • Michaud Val • Ferguson Leta • Meersman April • Vanderzwaag Maria • Allan LeeAnn • Johnson Julie • Mosimabale Nicole • Limay Chelsey • De Vos Esther • Weenie Kend-
ra

WE CARE.
WE COLLABORATE.
WE EMBRACE 
THE POWER OF 
COMMUNITY.

“

”
WESK MEMBERSHIP SPREAD | A YEAR OF PROGRESS 09
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WESK AND YOU.

STRONGER 
TOGETHER.

PEOPLE 
We care. We collaborate. 
We embrace the power of community.

SPARK 
We ignite passion. We seize opportunities. 
We are catalysts for change.

ASPIRE 
We dream big. We lead. We make an impact.

BOLD 
We ask why not? We see possibilities. We act 
despite fear. We. Are. Resilient.

VISION 
All Saskatchewan entrepreneurs have an 
equal opportunity to achieve success and 
recognition.

MISSION 
To close the gender entrepreneurship gap 
through economic and social empowerment 
of women in Saskatchewan.

WESK VISION, MISSION AND VALUES  | A YEAR OF PROGRESS 11
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51,052 
WOMEN HAVE 
CONTACTED 
WESK FOR 
INFORMATION 
SINCE 1995



51,052 
WOMEN HAVE 
CONTACTED 
WESK FOR 
INFORMATION 
SINCE 1995

ADVISING 
AND SUPPORT
Any entrepreneur will tell you: 
It can be lonely at the top. With 
WESK,  women entrepreneurs 
are never alone!

WESK

BUSINESS 
ADVISING 
PROGRAM

6,046 
WOMEN

have accessed our business 
advising program.

1,187
business advising 

appointments
in 2018-2019

262
new clients in

2018-2019

WESK Business Advisors give an unbiased source of 
expertise and experience to help entrepreneurs navigate, 
problem solve, and achieve their business goals.

They offer one-on-one coaching, facilitate workshops 
and mentoring programs, engage with the community, 
and are connected to the entrepreneurs of our province 
and beyond.

WESK Business Advisors do not just give information 
- they help entrepreneurs move their business to the
next stage.

WESK ADVISING PROGRAM | A YEAR OF PROGRESS 13
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WESK

TRAINING 
PROGRAM
TRAINING
WESK BUSINESS WORKSHOP PUT THE 
EARN IN LEARN!

Calling on industry experts inside and 
outside our organization, WESK is 
working hard to bring our members 
new and exciting one-of-a-kind 
workshops - all to deliver maximum 
bang for their business buck! (Or for no 
bucks at all. Many of our programs 
are free!)

Each month, we bring fun and unique 
luncheons so they can stay up-to-date 
and informed about the latest tips and 
tricks in the business world.

Every month, WESK teams up with 
local industry experts to provide 
entrepreneurs with the opportunity to 
learn from the comfort of their own 
home (or office, or any other stop on 
their entrepreneurial adventure).

2,106
entrepreneurs participated in...

112
workshops in 2018-2019

23,793
women have attended WESK 
workshops since 1995.

WESK webinars are 
1-hour in length and are
absolutely free (yes, you
read that right).

14 WESK TRAINING PROGRAM | A YEAR OF PROGRESS



MEMBERSHIP 
STATISTICS
Our membership is diverse with members located all 
over our province. In addition, our members operate 
businesses in all sectors such as Construction, 
Manufacturing, Retail, Transportation, Real Estate, 
Health and Wellness, Health Services, Management, 
Consulting, Food Services, Hospitality, Professional, 
Scientific and Technological Services, and Finance 
and Insurance to name a few.

In the future, WESK will 
continue to focus on enhancing 
membership engagement, quality 
of programs and services, and 
supporting members to pursue 
business growth.

NORTHWEST

NORTHEAST

SASKATOON

REGINA

SOUTHWEST

SOUTHEAST

81
NORTHWEST

33
NORTHEAST

366
SASKATOON

194
REGINA

21
SOUTHWEST

46
SOUTHEAST

Over the 23 years, WESK has grown from a six-
member organization to a credible and successful 
organization with more than 750 members strong!

MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS | A YEAR OF PROGRESS 15
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IT TAKES A VILLAGE
TO OUR MEMBERS, BOARD, STAFF 
AND PARTNERS: THANK YOU!

WESK is a non-profit organization working with women who are starting, 
buying, or operating a business. Our priority is supporting women throughout 
Saskatchewan to achieve their entrepreneurial goals. With invaluable advising, 
one-of-a-kind training, and a distinct and supportive financing program, WESK 
is dedicated to guiding women on their entrepreneurial journey.

From start up to success, WESK means business!

JILL POULTON
CHAIR

AIMEE SCHULHAUSER
PAST CHAIR

DANIELLE GRAFF
VICE CHAIR

LEIGH
KAUFMANN

KELLY
BANNISTER

LEANNE
JOHNSON

COLLEEN
YATES 

MARCIA
MIRASTY

16 BOARD, STAFF AND PARTNERS | A YEAR OF PROGRESS



OUR TEAM
SASKATOON TEAM

Prabha Mitchell 

Kaurie May 
Manager of Finance 
and Administration

Lori Jestin-Knaus

Danielle Grimes

 
Manager of Programs

 
Business Advisor

Nick Kochar 
Contract Business Advisor

Grace Lam 
Loans Advisor

Josie Fries 
Marketing Coordinator

REGINA TEAM

Mona Bates 
Manager of Operations

Diane Souillet 
Training Coordinator

OUR COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS
Conexus Credit Union

Economic Development Regina

Federation of Sovereign Indigenous 
Nations (FSIN)

FHQ Developments

First Nations University of Canada

NSBA

Regina Chamber of Commerce

Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce

Saskatchewan Indian Equity 
Foundation (SIEF)

Saskatoon Chamber of Commerce

SquareOne

SREDA

RBC

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY WESTERN ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION.

BOARD, STAFF AND PARTNERS | A YEAR OF PROGRESS 17



SASKATOON
108 – 502 Cope Way
Saskatoon, SK S7T 0G3
TOLL-FREE 1.844.900.WESK (9375)
PHONE 306.477.7173
FAX 306.477.7175

REGINA
200 – 1965 Broad Street
Regina, SK S4P 1Y1
TOLL-FREE 1.844.901.WESK (9375)
PHONE 306.359.9732
FAX 306.359.9739

wesk.ca | info@wesk.ca


